W

locked out of hisjob by Gerdau

Ameristedl in Beaumont, Texas, fell
and broke his back while working on the
roof of hislake house.

Brottem, 50, was paralyzed from the
waist down by the fall. But that wasn't
hislast injury. After the lockout ended,
Gerdau terminated Brottem rather than
put him on disability as company execu-
tives had promised.

Joey Duhon, afellow Loca 8586
member, was designated as permanently
disabled during the lockout because he
has Parkinson's disease. He found him-
sdlf in the same position as Brottem.

Gerdau maintained they were not
employees any longer when they could
not report to work following the six-
month lockout, which ended in
December, 2005.

Theloca union helped Brottem and
Duhon with COBRA insurance and,
with support from the International,
refused to settle a contract with Gerdau

I n the summer of 2005 Curtis Brottem,

until the company secured their future. It
was basically atwo-year holdout.

"The local stood behind myself and
Joey until we received compensation.
They were there for us," said a grateful
Brottem. " Some people think the compa:
ny did something for me, but really my
support was from the union and the
union members, not the company. | want
to make sure people understand that.”

In the end, the USW convinced the
company to grant both a disability pen-
sion for all of their years of service at
the mill, not just the few years since
Gerdau purchased the mill. They were

aso enrolled in aVEBA trust fund for
medical benefits.

The union's intervention meant alife-
time annuity of $1,120 amonth each
instead of payments of $40 a month
each, with no offsets and ajoint survivor
option.

"The union did an exceptional job,
above and beyond the cal of duty,”
Duhon said. "The Lord movesin mighty
ways and Curtis and | are the beneficia-
ries. | just hope other men who become
disabled don't have to go through the
waiting we did."

hortly before atornado hit his

hometown of Greensburg, Kan.,

USW member Jason Butler heard
sirens blare an darm and hid with his
family in a basement storm cellar.

While the tornado was swirling in
darkness above them on May 4, the
Butlers could hear the wrenching sounds
of destruction and smell the wood of
their house breaking apart.

When the winds stopped, with light-
ning as their only source of illumination,
they discovered their home was com-
pletely destroyed, with the exception of
the basement.

Greensburg itself was virtualy wiped
off the face of the earth. Hundreds of
homes and businesses — an estimated
95 percent of the town's buildings —
were flattened. At least 10 people died.

Large and powerful

The unusually large and powerful tor-
nado, a brawny 1.7 milesin width, trav-
eled for nearly 22 miles. It mowed down
everything on Sycamore Street where
Butler's home once stood.

"The whole center of town isjust
wiped out," said Buitler, an employee of
Panhandle Energy. "Pictures don't do it
judtice. If you were to drive through
town, you'd think hundreds of thousands
of people were dead, not just 10."

USW Loca 348, an amagamated
loca of 750 members led by

Dennis Chaplin, has established a fund
to help the members and retirees who
lost their homes and possessions.

Two members — Butler and Bruce
Raber — and 10 of our retirees who
resided in Greensburg lost their homes
and most, if not al, of their belongings
as aresult of the storm. The mother-in-
law of another member was killed.

Helpful boost needed

"It istimes like this that the extended
Seclworker family rises to the occasion
and helps those who need a boost so
they can start to rebuild their lives,"
District 11 Director Bob Bratulich said
in aletter supporting the relief fund.

To help, make checks payable to
USW LU 348 Tornado Relief Fund and
send to USW Loca 348, PO. Box
171052, Kansas City, KS 66117.

The Canadian Steelworkers
Humanity Fund donated $10,000
Canadian to the local union fund. The
Steelworkers Charitable and Education
Organization also made a donation.






