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Steelworkers have awaysfought for abetter lifefor our children.

Today, two of the greatest threatsto our children’sfuture arethe destruction of good-paying jobs
and theenvironment in an economy where multinational corporations compete global ly without
regard or loyalty to their home countries.

But destruction of what we hold dear isnot inevitable. Just as Canadiansand Americansres-
ponded to the challenges of World War 11 by harnessing theingenuity and productivity of itsworking
people, we can retool our economy and rebuild it on sound environmenta principles.

Such an endeavor could create millions of new jobsfor our economy, regenerate our manu-
facturing capability and capture emerging energy efficient technol ogiesfor the benefit of all that
secure usfrom being victimized by changing conditions.

We outlinekey environmental challengesand our strategiesfor successin thisreport, Securing Our
Children’sWorld, which was devel oped by the USW’sInternationa Executive Board Environmental
Task Force, created in 2005. Thereport was approved by aunanimousvote of the |EB on February
28, 2006, on amotion made by District 9 Director Connie Entrekin and seconded by District 7 Co-
Director Bill Gibbons.

To ensure membership input into the report, the USW conducted hearingsin eight U.S. and Cana-
dian citiesover the course of three months. They were held in Washington, D.C., Cleveland, Atlanta,

Houston, Portland, Ore., Vancouver, Toronto and Montreal.

I would liketo thank all those whose hard work made thisreport possibleincluding task force co-
chairs Dave Foster and Jim Pannell and | EB members Terry Bonds, Jon Geenan and Steve Hunt. |
would also liketo thank MikeWright and Diane Hemmingway from the International Health, Safety
and Environment Department and Les L eopold from the Public Health Institute for their input and
support. Saff appointed to assist included legidative director Bill Klinefelter and Andy King, head of
theHealth, Safety and Environment Department in our Canadian National Office.

Thisreportisan updateof asemina 1990 report by our union entitled, “Our Children’sWorld,” which
exposed thefd se choi ce between good jobsand environmenta protectionsin North Americaand madethe
casethat globa warming isthesinglemostimportant environmenta issueof our lifetime.

Inmany ways, the environmental challengesweidentified in 1990 have not changed but have
become more severe. The then specul ative damages caused by global warming have since been con-
clusively demonstrated by the melting of the polar ice cap and therising number of deadly storms
acrosstheglobe.

The question now isnot whether global warming ishappening, but how dowesdow it, reverseit,
and manage the devastating effectsto our benefit astrade unionists.

Thefuture of manufacturing will bel ong to those nationsthat solve the problems of theworld’s
growing shortage of fossi| fuel sthrough energy-efficient technol ogies and building and process
redesigns.
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Thetechnological solutionsto environmental problemsarewithin our grasp. Although some
environmental friendly technol ogiesrequire continued research, none are beyond our technical
capacity.

Renewable energieslikewind and solar power and masstransportation systems can create
millionsof new jobs. In Germany, for example, 40,000 peopleare employed directly initswind energy
industry, which consumes more steel there than any other industry, except for automobile
manufacturing.

Thereal barriersarenot technical, they are economic and political. Despite the Bush
Administration’shorriblerecordin environmental issues on the national and global arenas, local and
state governmentsareincreasingly pledging action on their own.

Asaunion, we cannot stand aside from theseissues. Our choices areto be victims of change, or
to control that changeto the benefit of ourselvesand our children.

Thisreport laysout aclear choiceinfavor of controlling our destiny, and those of our familiesand
communities.

Sincerdly,
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