W

he United Steelworkers and the Canadian Region of the

Communications Workers of America have signed a

strategic alliance agreement to work together on issues
of common interest in Canada and globally.

The agreement was signed in July during atwo-day interna
tiona convention of the CWA that was attended by more than
1,500 people at Toronto's Convention Centre.

Ken Neumann, USW nationd director for Canada, said the
USW is proud to join forces with CWA membersin Canada.

"Our union has a history of developing partnerships that are
flexible and constructive with like-minded organizations
throughout the world," said Neumann. "Through these closer
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ties we are better able to work toward building justice and bet-
ter working conditions for working people.”

CWA Canadian Regiona Director Arnold Amber said both
unions are "progressive forces that fight in the political arena
aswell as collective bargaining” and are dedicated to protect-
ing their members in Canada

"Members of my union look forward to working closely
with the USW," Amber said. "We have long been allies. Now
our partnership is even stronger.”

The unions will fully retain their autonomy and indepen-
dence but commit to conducting joint activitiesin support of
their members and their struggles. Initiadly, the aliance will

focus on joint public policy and legidative work but joint activities
could include any other mutual objectives including education.

The presidents of the USW and CWA will appoint a coordinat-
ing committee consisting of their Canadian National Directors and
other key elected officials and staff. The committee will operate by
CoNsensus.

The CWA/SCA Canada Region represents about 9,000 workers
in Canadian media including newspapers, broadcasting, news
agencies and the Internet. Other members are in social work, inter-
pretation services and light industry.

The USW isthe largest private sector union in both Canada and
North America, with more than 280,000 members working in
every economic sector in Canada, and 850,000 members
continent-wide.

CWA President Larry Cohen and Leo W. Gerard
sign alliance agreement as Ken Neumann, USW
national director for Canada, looks on
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